WI-Education 301: History and Philosophy of Education
Ecuador Spring Semester: 2009
St. Ambrose University
Syllabus

Instructor: Dr. Richard Robertson
E-mail: robertsonrichard@sau.edu

Course Description

This course provides teacher education majors with a background in the historical development of U.S.
education and an in-depth analysis of its structural, philosophical, legal and ethical concerns. Successful
participation in this course will result in the student’s:
development of a personal philosophy of education
improved understanding of the origins and functions of public and private education in the United
States
examination of global issues in education and compare those issues with the current state of
education in the United States
being provided with an opportunity to further develop professional communication skills through
reading, writing, listening, and speaking with peers.

Course Information/Student Responsibilities

Attend all classes (5 pts. will be deducted for each 60 minutes of missed class time)

Read all assignments prior to class and come prepared to intelligently discuss the material--This
will require that the student reflect on the reading prior to class.

Participate in class discussions in a respectful manner, and value the contributions of others
Complete all written assignments on time (late papers will be penalized with a 10% grade
reduction for each day late)

Participate in all out of class activities as scheduled

Academic dishonesty will be addressed as per University policy and no credit will be given for the
assignment (Please see the St. Ambrose University course guide for specific definitions on
academic dishonesty.)

General Comment:

As a student at the university level, it is expected that you be able to think, analyze,interpret and
communicate (both written and orally) at a high level. You have made a significant commitment to
participate in this program. If you are to grow through this experience, you must dedicate yourself to
exploring new beliefs, ideas, and customs. How much you gain by studying abroad lies squarely on your
shoulders.

Assistance

During the academic year students are encouraged to go to the Student Success Center in Ambrose
Hall 243 or to call 333-6631 for assistance. Due to the fact that this class is being held in Ecuador,
students in need of assistance should contact the instructor. It is also recommended that each student
select a classmate who will serve as a peer editor for all written work. Students with disabilities who
believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Office of Services
for Students with Disabilities at 333-6161 as soon as possible to better ensure that such accommodations
are implemented prior to departure for Ecuador. The office should notify the instructor of the need for
accommodations prior to the start of class.



Required Reading

Webb, Metha & Jordan. Foundations of American Education. Columbus, OH: Pearson Education, Inc.
(2007).

Steinberg. Beyond the Classroom: Why School Reform Has Failed and What Parents Need to Do. New
York: Simon & Schuster (1996).

Recommended Texts

Hacker, D. (2000). A Writer's Reference (4th Ed.). Boston”: Bedford Books.

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA) (July 2002), 5th edition

Assignments/Grading Scale

C Journal Reflections (one per week) (40 points)

C Reflective Paper #1: Charlotte Danielson & My Philosophy of Teaching (40 Points)

C Reflective Paper #2: Court Decisions in American Public Education Paper (40 Points)
C Book Review (40 points)

C Final Assignment: My Personal Philosophy of Education (40 points)

C Attendance (both class and extra activities) (50 points)

Reflective Papers: Students will be expected to write three reflective papers during the course of
this class. Each paper will be 4-5 pages in length and is designed to demonstrate the student’s
understanding of the concepts discussed in class, observations from site visits, and assigned reading. The
student is expected to draw upon these resources as they apply learned material to their philosophy of
teaching. A scoring rubric will be provided to assist the student in completing these assignments.

Book Review: Following class discussion of the components of a quality book review, each student
will be required to write (4-5 pages) a review of a book of their choice. The book will be selected by the

student from a list provided prior to departure for Ecuador. A scoring rubric will be provided to assist the

student in completing this assignment.

Final Assignment: Following class discussions, site observations, and readings, the student will
develop his/her own philosophy of education. This assignment requires the student to articulate that
philosophy and support it with examples from their reading, observation and experiences. A scoring rubric
will be provided to assist the student in completing this assignment.

J -

Grading Scale
A = 250-232 points
B+ = 231 -228 points
B = 227 -219 points
B- = 218-215 points
C+ = 214 -211 points
C = 210-201 points
C- = 200 -197 points
D = 196 - 182 points

\ F = Below 182 /




Class Schedule

Miercoles (3/11):
Jueves (3/12):
Lunes (3/16):
Miercoles (3/18):

Jueves (3/19):
Lunes (3/23):
Miercoles (3/25):
Jueves (3/26):
Lunes (3/30):
Miercoles (4/1):
Jueves (4/2):
Lunes: (4/6):
Miercoles (4/8):
Jueves (4/9):
Lunes (4/13):

Miercoles (4/15):
Jueves (4/16):
Lunes (4/20):
Miercoles (4/22):
Jueves (4/23):

Course Introduction: Syllabus & Assignment Review
Charlotte Danielson Review (Come prepared to discuss Domains 1-3)
Webb Chpts. 1 & 2, Reflection Paper #1 Due
Webb Chpt. 3, Assign Reflection #2, Discuss Historical Research & The
Internet, Educational Theories Chart
Webb Chpt. 4, Discuss Book Review Assignment
“School: The Story of American Public Education” (parts 1 & 2)
“School: The Story of American Public Education” (parts 3 & 4)
Work Day
Webb, Chpt. 11, Book Review Due
Webb, Chpt. 12
Webb, Chpt. 13
Webb, Chpt. 14
TBA
Work Day
Larry Lezotte:Effective Schools Research (Webb, Chpt. 15)
Reflection Paper #2 Due
TBA
TBA
Webb, Chpt. 16, Relfection Paper #3 Due
TBA
TBA, Journal Reflections Due



